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Book Exposes Diploma mills calling themselves "colleges or universities" 

Operations of and conferring "quick-way" degrees, usually mail-order, are 

Diploma Mills taking in an estimated $75 ,000,000 annually and heavily 
damaging U. S. prestige abroad. 

a With perhaps as many as 750,000 "students" annually, many of them in other countries, 


oil the bogus educational institutions are causing foreigners to question the integrity and 

. quality of all American education. Many U. S. officials abroad have reported the problem 

1 and appealed for a solution. In response the American Council on Education, through its 


Commission on Education and International Affairs, is publishing today "American Degree 

0.5 Mills," a study of the problem by Robert H. Reid. 

ad In the foreword Council President Arthur S. Adams writes, "When I was in Africa in 

. 1957, one of our porters, learning of my association with American education, announced 

with great pride, 'I will soon get my American degree.' I thought it necessary to caution 
him that he might have a long and rather difficult road ahead as he pursued his studies 

; in a new environment far from home. His answer was 'No, no, I have almost saved the $50 

| to buy a diploma.' 

"Subsequent inquiries convinced me," Dr. Adams says, "that the sale of American 

b diplomas in Africa is a significant problem. There is ample evidence that it is also a 
, problem in many other parts of the world." 

Author Reid reports finding at least 200 degree mills operating in 37 states. He 
defines American degree mills as "certain institutions calling themselves colleges or uni- 
versities which confer 'quick-way,' usually mail-order, degrees on payment of a fee. 

2 These institutions turn out bachelor's, master’s and doctor's degrees without requiring the 
labor, thought and attention usually expected of those who earn such degrees." 


“ He divides them into two main categories -- "(1) American institutions located in the 

United States offering study by correspondence at home and abroad, which concentrate 
heavily on foreign nationals as prospective students (with which the present study is 

- chiefly concerned); and (2) American-chartered or sponsored institutions located on foreign 
soil offering residential and/or correspondence education to foreign nationals and to some 
Americans." 


A third, but less prevalent, type is "the American institution located in the United 


States which offers patently inadequate residential study to foreign students who come 
here on student visas." 


te {Is The Council study reports that all these "institutions of higher learning” have cer- 
tain common characteristics: 
~ 1. Faculties are untrained, if not actually nonexistent. 
31, I> 2. The time and effort required to complete the course of study are a drastic 
L i telescoping of what is requined in the usual curriculum. 
[ iz> 3. Instruction by correspondence lessons is a travesty on reputable correspondence 
education. 
37, 4. Students are often unqualified for any program of higher learning. 
© 5. Catalogue descriptions are a far cry from the realities of actual conditions 
=” and offerings. 
> 6. Advertisements exaggerate offerings and qualifications and may include promises 
oe that cannot be fulfilled of well-paying jobs upon graduation. 
7. The "campus" is usually a post-office box or a single room or loft with no 
” 


classrooms, library, or other facilities of a seat of learning. 
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8. The officers are unethical self-seekers, whose qualifications are no 
better than their offerings, their degrees often having been attained 
from the same or similar institutions. 

Degree mills advertise openly in this country and abroad in certain popular 
magazines of wide distribution. The "student" who responds does not have to say 
much about his education background, nor does he need to write a legible or well- 
worded letter so long as he can pay the fee. As an example, the report cites a 
typical "degree mill" letter dated July 1958 from a post-office box in a small 
town in Idaho: 

"We are not chartered to give any Degrees. However we are affiliated with 
13 different Colleges and Universities that do issue Degrees. We can help you 
get almost any Degree you desire. Most of them require a 10,000 word thesis and 
charge $150.00 and up for each Degree. Please let us know what Degree you are 
interested in. Dr. of Chiropractic, Naturopathic Medicine, Psychology, Philosophy, 
Divinity, Theology, Master Herbalsits (sic). or Dr. Botanic Medicines or a half 
dozen others that we can get for you. If we can assist you further, please con- 
tact us by telephone or letter any time. Our phone number is ..." 

In considering possible solutions to the problem the report reviews the efforts 
of many agencies, public and private, to find an answer. 

A major factor, the report says, is the fact that "The United States, unlike 
most other countries of the world, has no ministry of education. State laws 
chartering institutions of higher education are not uniform and are actually quite 
lax in controlling educational malpractice. Furthermore since there is no single 
yardstick for accreditation, this system is especially difficult to explain to 
nationals of other countries, who simply cannot appreciate that a country can have 
educational standards unless there is a federal agency controlling such matters." 

In "Conclusions and Recommendations" the report declares that "The solution 
demands better legal machinery than now exists," and proposes the following steps: 

1. Basic is the need for concerted action by the states leading to the 

adoption of uniform legislation which sets minimum standards for the 
licensing and operation of all institutions of higher education--with 
special control of degree-granting privileges. Responsibility for ad- 
ministering such standards should be vested in the appropriate state edu- 
cational authority. Such action should go beyond the passage of the law. 
It must provide sufficient staff and resources to ensure periodic review 
and continuous enforcement of these standards. The means for carrying out 
this first step exists. The Council of State Governments has indicated 
not only a keen interest in the problem but also a willingness to proceed 
immediately towards preparing and recommending uniform state legislation. 

2. Even if all the states do pass satisfactory statutes, the need for supple- 

mentary federal legislation is apparent, for there will still be loopholes 
in interstate and international control. It is therefore recommended that, 
at an appropriate time after the Council of State Governments has had a 
chance to act, an effort be made to interest a congressional committee in 
arranging hearings on the need for supplementary federal legislation. A 
major advantage of such hearings is that they would place on the record, 
with full congressional immunity, a large body of factual information 
about these "colleges," their names and locations, their proprietors and 
activities, and examples of the serious international implications of their 
operations. Complete exposure would give additional ammunition to all 
agencies now frustrated by this problen. 

"American Degree Mills," a 100-page book, is available from the American Council 
on Education at $1.00. Free copies have been mailed to the heads of institutions 
and organizations holding Council membership. 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: When an address is given, please write direct to 
that address. When no address is given, write to OSIR for the address. 


(Vacancies) QR 1445 - Second annual survey of openings in 4-year accredited 
colleges. 


(Alumni Giving) QR 1441 and 1442 - 1958-59 Survey of Annual Giving and Alumni 
Support and the Alumni Giving Incentive Awards Program. For further informa- 
tion write to: American Alumni Council, 1785 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 


(National Defense Student Loan Program) QR 1449 - An evaluation of the 
national defense student loan program by college and university executives 
who are administering the program. For further information write to: 
American Federation of Teachers, 28 East Jackson Blvd., Chicago 4, [llinois. 


(Administrative Personnel) QR 1448 - A three-page questionnaire dealing with 
administrative personnel within the school district. 


(Foreign Students and Faculties) QR 1447 - A survey of material which 
appears annually in Open Doors. QR 1447 - Q894 was sent to registrars and 
foreign student advisers; QR 1447 -Q895 was sent to hospitals approved 

for internships and residencies; QR 1447 -Q896 was sent to Rectors of 

foreign universities; QR 1447 -Q897 was sent to presidents of universities 
asking for exchange professors on faculties. For further information write 

to: Institute of International Education, 1 East 67th Street, New York 21, N.Y. 


(Guidance) QR 1364 - A four-page questionnaire circulated by the guidance 
committee of Central High School, Duluth, Minnesota. The information will be 
used in a revision of the educational guidance manual "Opportunities for 
Training Beyond High School."' The manual will be available to students 

in selecting schools for higher training. 


(Summer Institute) QR 1446 - A questionnaire, circulated by Wentworth 
Institute, 550 Huntington Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts, to determine 
interest in future summer institutes on nuclear technology for technical 
institute faculty. 


(Curriculum - Religion) QR 1444 - A one-page questionnaire on religion curriculum. 
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(Graduate School) QR 391 (previously reported) has resulted in a publication 
entitled "Who Goes to Graduate School?'' The study "was an attempt to obtain 
information which would be useful to faculty members and college and graduate 
school administrators in their work with potential graduate or professional 
school students.'' For further information write to: American Institute for 
Research, 410 Amberson Avenue, Pittsburgh 32, Pennsylvania. 


(Retirement and [Insurance Plans) QR 524 (previously reported), circulated in 
1958, has resulted in a book, Greenough and King, "Retirement and Insurance 
Plans in American Colleges,'' to be published in October, 1959, by the Columbia 
University Press. The study covers the staff benefit plans for retirement, 
life insurance, hospital-surgical-medical expense insurance, major medical 
expense insurance, and disability income insurance at four-year institutions of 
higher education. Discussion includes the philosophy of college benefit 
planning, financing and adequacy of retirement benefits, and description and 
analysis of retirement and insurance plan provisions. A copy has been sent by 
Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association to the president of each four-year 
institution and to a number of educational associations. Additional copies may 


be obtained from the Columbia University Press. ($8.50). 


(Enrollment) QR 1062 - (previously reported) has resulted in a further report 
entitled "Opening (Fall) Enrollment in Higher Education, 1958: Analytic Report," 
U.S. Office of Education, Circular No. 545, available from the Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., 30 cents. 


(Curriculum) QR 877 - Some sections of "Liberal Arts in the Professions," 
a recent report of the Institute of Higher Education, Teachers College, Columbia _ 
University, New York, New York, are concerned with material collected by use of 


QR 877. Copies of the report are available from the Institute of Higher Education 
at $1.50 each. 


(Construction - Student Unions) QR 1443 - A survey of college and university 
student unions constructed since 1950. 


(Maintenance) QR 1440 - A survey of the upkeep and repair of school buildings 
beyond the scope of normal, routine custodial functions. The resultsof the 
study will appear in a publication. 


(General College Information) QR 1435 - A letter-type inquiry sent to state 
universities requesting information to appear in an encyclopedia. 


(Public Relations - Educational TV). QR 1378 - has resulted in a report 
entitled "Public Relations Practices of Educational Television Stations." 


(Student Personnel Officer) QR 1439 - A one-page questionnaire on training 
and duties of student personnel officers. 


: 


® NATIONAL AFFAIRS 


j 


Science Foundation The National Science Foundation has announced that it 
to Support College will continue to support in 1960 an experimental pro- 
Summer Conferences gram, of some 20 Summer Conferences designed primarily 


for college teachers of engineering, science, and 
mathematics. The Summer Conferences are of shorter duration than, but generally 
similar to, the Summer Institutes which the Foundation has successfully supported in 
recent years. 

Colleges and universities interested in sponsoring such conferences are in- 
vited to request further information from the Program Director for Summer Institutes, 
National Science Foundation, Washington 25, D. C. The deadline for submitting pro- 
posals is December 15, 199. 

Although planned and directed by the nation's institutions of higher education, 
Summer Conferences are supported by Foundation funds to defray direct operational 
costs plus expenses of participants. Summer Institutes, 362 of which were supported 
by the Foundation in 1959, are usually from six to ten weeks in length and have been 
predominantly for high school teachers. In contrast, Summer Conferences extend over 
a one-to-three-week period and are primarily for college teachers. In a few cases 
secondary school teachers may be included for particular purposes. 

As with Summer Institutes, Summer Conferences are directed toward strengthening 
teachers' mastery of engineering, science, or mathematics, and increasing their 
capacity as teachers. A typical Conference might consider a specialized area of 
engineering, science, or mathematics, or it might be devoted to recent advances in 
a particular discipline. The material might be presented through short courses or 
through a series of lectures by visiting specialists. In some cases conferences 
might encourage participants to choose specific areas for discussion. Selection 
of participants is made by the host institutions. College and university staff 
members wishing to participate will submit applications directly to the sponsoring 
school, NOT the Foundation. Announcement of the sponsoring institutions will be 
made by the National Science Foundation about February 1, 1960. 


Admiral Rickover Has Vice Admiral Hyman G. Rickover is not quite as ignorant 
Serious Defects as a and irresponsible as some journalistic critics of edu- 
Critic of Education cation, but he still has grave limitations, according 


to President Harry D. Gideonse of Brooklyn College, 
writing in the October issue of the Educational Record. The basic fallacy in the 
admiral's thinking is that he "shared with Life magazine the conviction that 
Sputnik illustrated the superiority of Russian education." 

Dr. Gideonse, who has studied abroad and has participated in special investiga- Le 
tions of European education, continues, "There are crying weaknesses in American 
education--and Admiral Rickover, unlike Life magazine, underlined some of them in 
his call for a national educational policy--but they are not likely to be remedied 
by American adoption of a Western European-type of early selection of pupils for 
study in West Point-type federal high schools which totally disregard the basic 
idea that a school system in all its ramifications must necessarily be a part of 
a national culture, and that it must reflect the values of this culture. The 
Admiral's physics is up to date, but his psychology is almost seventeenth century 
in its concern ‘with the intellect alone,' and he seems to overlook the class- 
structure assumptions which underlie both Western European and Soviet educational 
systems. 

"Admiral Rickover's call for quality in instruction in the foreign languages, 
in the sciences, and mathematics is admirable--but his conception of the reasons 
for some of our American weaknesses in these areas is rooted in a misconception of 
American educational history or philosophy, and the details of his comparisons with 
Russian or Western European-education are almost all questionable or unrepresentative. 
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His criticism of some of the weaknesses of American education as he observed 
them in his creative engineering work deserves the attention of every American edu- 
cator, but he fails to understand the factors in the educational problems of modern 
industrial society--in America as well as in Western Europe or Soviet Russia--that 

make critical controversy about secondary education the most widely shared inter- 
national concern. Not long ago he made a long reference to schools in the Netherlands-. 
and that happens to be rather close to my interest, because I once went to school in 
the Netherlands. His facts about Holland were frequently wrong, but I was particu- 
larly interested in his failure to stress the widespread criticism of secondary edu- 
cation in the Netherlands in which many features of the American high school are 
frequently cited as models for further study." 

With regard to the present situation, President Gideonse says, "The complacency 
that characterizes current American attitudes toward education is in some ways more 
disturbing than the emotional hysteria which followed the first impact of Sputnik. 

We jump from one extreme to another blaming the schools for Washington's and the 
Pentagon's lack of imagination in public administration and support of defense re- 
search, and then tightening budgetary provisions for education at the very moment 
when only a radical breakthrough in financial support can prevent our educational 
system from becoming a swamp of mediocrity in the near future." 

He takes issue directly with the basic domestic policies of the Eisenhower 
Administration. "The great challenge of 1959," he says, "is only superficially con- 
cerned with balanced budgets or with rockets to the moon and beyond--including the 
one that got lost in the solar system. It calls for the rearrangment of our national 
priorities with a view to training our best minds on all levels to their full potential. 
In a ten-year perspective this may be our only chance for national survival in a world 
in which only a nation which respects trained intelligence will be able to survive." 

The October issue also contains articles by J. Whitney Bunting on “Industry 
and the Graduate School," Dean George R. Waggoner on "The Development of Programs 
for the Superior Student in Large Universities," and other articles on class size, 
financial aid to students, continuing education for alumi, and a number of other 
subjects. 


Council Distributes Fellowships in the Arts and Sciences 1960-61, edited 
Book on Fellowships by Virginia Bosch Potter, was published on October 5. 


This is the third annual edition of this directory of 
fellowships offered by government, foundations, industry, and other sources outside 
of the universities themselves. Copies of this book, published by the Association 
of American Colleges, may be obtained at $3.75 from the Publications Division of the 
American Council on Education, the sole distributor. 


Travelers' Handbook The Handbook for Travelers to the U.S.A., published by 
Is Now for Sale Here the American Council on Education, is now for the first | 


time available for sale to agencies bringing foreign 
visitors to this country under nongovernmental programs. Since its original publica- 
tion in 1954, thousands of copies have been distributed to certain U. S. Government- 
sponsored visitors, through our embassies and agencies abroad. 
Individual copies are 50 cents, but substantial discounts are offered on quantity 
orders. Write the Publications Division, American Council on Education. 
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